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Dear Colleagues,

A quick mid-year update:
With the threat of FMD looming, we have had great opportunities to strengthen the collaboration within
our veterinary community. Thank you to all those who have made the effort to attend the meetings
arranged by DVS and VAN virtually or live. The importance of a tightly-knit veterinary community
cannot be overemphasised. Please contact us if you have any constructive ideas on improving this
collaboration, such as practical ideas on how private vets can support DVS.

Please also remember the “Call for Submissions” sent by the Namibian Veterinary Council, calling for
science-based proposals to strengthen Namibia’s defence against foot-and-mouth disease.

The FMD training day and World Vet Day are covered in more detail on page 5.
Let us keep working together and educating the public on this important matter.

We have had some AFSCAN - WSAVA Small Animal Reproduction lectures delivered online -fantastic
thought-provoking lectures on the newest topics in small animal reproduction, by the experts in the
field, the current WSAVA Reproduction Control Committee. An absolute must for all small animal
veterinarians who want to provide their pet-owners with the best advice on spaying and neutering and
discuss all current options with their advantages and disadvantages. 

These lectures have made it clear that there are no right/wrong decisions, but certainly a great
demand for solutions tailored to the specific patient and factors.
For those who have missed these lectures, recordings will be made available at the end of the series,
free for VAN members.
There are still two more sessions with live Q and A: Dr K de Cramer & Prof S Schaefer Somi
-Canine and Feline Neonatology (up to weaning age and soon thereafter)
-Non-infectious/Infectious diseases 30th June and 2nd July 2026

Furthermore, there will be a WSAVA Southern African Dentistry Tour in July, see page xx.
Don’t miss this great opportunity of lectures and practicals!

This year’s “Livestock CPD” is in planning: pg 17
Furthermore, a few more lectures of the WSAVA-AFSCAN Cytology Series Part 2 are in planning for
September and October.

This year’s VAN Congress will take place in Swakopmund. We are still in the process of finalising the
speakers and program, however have a great line-up already! See page 15
With only a few more weeks of winter left, 
Best regards Page 3
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WHAT IS PLANNED FOR 2026?
WSAVA/AFSCAN Small Animal Reproduction Online Lecture Series Continuing
24-26 July 2026 Small Animal Dentistry CPD
Livestock CPD September
Annual VAN Congress 26-29 November 2026 

LIVESTOCK CPD

ANNUAL VAN
CONGRESS
26-29
November 26

MARK YOUR 

CALENDER!

24-26 July
2026

SMALL ANIMAL
REPRODUCTION

SEPTEMBER
2026
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WORLD VETERINARY
DAY 2026
FMD PRIVATE VET TRAINING AND WORLD VET DAY APRIL 2026

VAN would like to extend their gratitude and appreciation to the Directorate of Veterinary
Services (DVS) for availing themselves to offer another training session in Windhoek for
those private veterinarians who could not attend the sessions offered by DVS in
Keetmanshoop and Otjiwarongo.

Program overview:
Dr M Hausiku: DVS Mandate and Mission
Dr E Hikufe: FMD-Epidemiology, Global and SADC Situation and Update on Mitigation
Measures,     and Aging of FMD lesions
Dr C Hansen: Sample collection, Procession, Storage and Transportation
Dr J Erastus: Importance of Livestock Identification and Traceability in Disease Control
Dr N Haindongo: FMD Contingency Plan
Dr P Sitwala: FMD Awareness Initiatives

Thank you also to all private veterinarians who have made the effort to attend this session
held at the Central Veterinary Laboratory on Friday 24th April 2026.

The information shared and the discussions that followed were very valuable in
understanding the current situation and the way forward.
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RECAP
The following day VAN in collaboration with DVS held the World Veterinary Day celebration
at the Windhoek Showgrounds Agra ring. The topic determined by the World Veterinary
Association was “Veterinarians: Guardians of Food and Health”, which was very apt to our
current situation and with a focus on FMD, through these discussions a closer
collaboration between all stakeholders was sought.

All veterinarians as well as students had been invited to join.

The panellists included: Dr J Erastus (DVS) , Dr E Hikufe (DVS) , Dr C Hansen (DVS), Dr V
Mutjavikua (DVS) , Mrs R Hough (FMD Fund), Dr J Kaehler (VAN)

Dr D Odendaal and Prof D Holm had been attending via Zoom to give all attendees insight
into the South African situation.
Following this was a fruitful discussion on some practical aspects of FMD prevention and
potential collaboration between private and state veterinarians.

These meetings have underscored the importance of collaboration between the sectors
and we are grateful for this opportunity and look forward to closer collaborative efforts, so
we can strengthen the professional engagement within our veterinary community.

Thank you to all panellists who gave up their Saturday morning for this important cause!

*We still have some FMD awareness material for those practices interested in displaying
these.

*Please note: if you would like to be part of the “Namibian Veterinarians” Whatsapp Group,
please contact the VAN Secretary. This group aims to bring together all veterinarians
across Namibia and will serve as a platform for communication, collaboration and the
sharing of information on animal health-related matters.
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We are currently planning a Livestock CPD event for September 2026
and would like input from the veterinary community.

What topics would you like to see covered? Are there any specific
speakers, experts, or industry leaders you would be interested in
hearing from?

Please share your suggestions in the comments or contact us directly. Your
feedback will help us develop a CPD programme that is relevant, practical,
and valuable to the livestock industry.

We look forward to hearing your ideas!
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Your voice can help shape the future of companion animal veterinary care.
Around the world, veterinary professionals face different challenges, opportunities, and realities. That’s
why WSAVA has launched its first-ever Global Survery on Companion Animal Veterinary Practice. Whether
you’re veterinarian, veterinary nurse, or veterinary technician, your perspective is essential. The results will
contribute to the Global State of Companion Animal Veterinary Practice Report, helping identify priorities,
highlight trends, and support positive change across the profession.
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CONTACT US
We would love to hear from you!
Have an interesting case, story or pictures to share
with us?
Please send them to us!

SECRETARY@VAN.ORG.NA

WWW.VAN.ORG.NA
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Editor:Editor:

Dr Elsje BoshoffDr Elsje Boshoff

Editor:

Dr Elsje Boshoff

CONTACT INFORMATION
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